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 Dr. Joan Flender was born in the borough of Bronx, NYC. In 1971 she 
graduated from Sanford H. Calhoun High School in Merrick, NY and then 
attended Cornell University where she received a degree in Neurobiology and 
Behavior in 1974.  She continued her education at the NYC campus of Cornell 
earning her medical degree. After completing her residency in Pediatrics and 
Primary Care at the University of Rochester, she moved to Dansville and 
began working at Tri-County Family Medicine as the first pediatrician in the 
area. 

 In 1988 Dr. Flender co-founded Stony Brook Pediatrics, dedicating 
her career to serving children in the region. Over the years her practice has 
grown, not only providing guidance and care to her patients, but also 
providing mentorship for medical students. There are now two offices serving 
the Livingston County area.  Dr. Flender is a traditional community 
pediatrician, now caring for the third generation of many of her families. As 
the school physician for many area schools, Dr. Flender is interested in all aspects of a child’s life: social, emotional 
and physical. Dr. Flender is proudest of her role as the school physician for many area schools and through the 
years has become a strong advocate for children with special needs in the region. Superintendent of Dansville 
Central School District, Dr. Paul Alioto, stated, “Dr. Flender has the unique ability to help bridge the gaps that can 
sometimes grow between the families of children with disabilities and the school system.”   

 Not only is Dr. Flender an advocate for children, she has supported the Dansville community in many other 
ways. Outside of her practice, she has served on the Livingston County Board of Health and the Noyes Hospital 
Board.  She has been the physician for the Genesee Valley Rotary Camp since 1982. Dr. Flender was also an official 
Little League scorekeeper for 15 years and spent many years coaching youth soccer with her husband. In this role, 
she noticed that many kids with special needs did not sign up for community sports, so she and her family offered a 
5 day soccer camp for them. 

 Throughout her career, Joan has been recognized for her many contributions on behalf of children. Among 
other awards, she has received the George S. Meister Prize in Pediatrics from Cornell Medicine, Excellence in 
Pediatrics Award from the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the Advocacy Award from the Monroe County 
Youth Advocacy Center. 

Dr. Flender has been a pioneer in our area for the health and wellness of all youth. 


