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 William M. Packard, M.D., DHS Class of 1964, excelled academically 
both in high school (valedictorian) and college.  He graduated first in his class 
from Hamilton College and continued his education at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons.   

 While at DHS Bill was a true leader.  He held Student Council and class 
offices and was editor of the Danua.  He was a member of Honor Band and 
selected to lead the marching band. Bill attended Boys’ State, won the Bausch 
and Lomb Science Award and found time to become an Eagle Scout.  He was 
admired by fellow students and hailed by teachers. 

 Medical school was all-absorbing, exposing Bill to the enormous 
responsibility for patients’ lives especially in the emergency departments and 
ICU’s/CCU’s of the NYC health care system.  While serving his internship and 

residency in internal medicine at Presbyterian Hospital in Denver, Bill was first exposed to cancer medicine, the 
field he ultimately chose. 

 After board certification Bill began his practice in 1977 in Scottsbluff, Nebraska where he has been for 
the last 40 years.  During his career, Bill has been academically affiliated with the University of Nebraska 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Study Group. He has been involved with the Community Action Partnership of Western 
Nebraska, which sponsors a medical clinic for indigent patients.  As a Certified Civil Surgeon for Homeland 
Security, Bill has performed physicals for immigrants, most of whom are working desperately to obtain citizenship 
and legal status. He was awarded Nebraska’s Public Citizen of the Year in 2011 by the Nebraska Chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers.  Bill organized and participated in multiple seminars throughout Nebraska 
regarding ‘Decisions at the End of Life.’ And he established the Hospice program for the Panhandle of Nebraska 
and served as the medical director of Prairie Haven Hospice for 30 years. Upon receiving the 2007 Spirit of 
Hospice Award by the Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Partnership, the executive director of Prairie Haven 
Hospice said, “Dr. Packard has been a dedicated advocate for patients at the end of life.  He consistently treats his 
patients with respect, honesty and compassion.” 

 A DHS grad who became an influential doctor, William Packard has excelled in his career and continues 
to devote himself to the care of others in significant ways. 


