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 Had it not been for DHS graduate Lynn Pickard, Dansville might not 
have had an airport.  Plain and simple, Lynn had a dream to establish an 
airport in Dansville and campaigned to build one from the time he was 22 
years old.  Born in 1889 and graduating from DHS in 1910, he went on to 
Colgate University and received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1914. 

 In 1911, Lynn was amazed as he witnessed a “Flying Machine” actually 
land in Dansville during Old Home Week.  When America was brought into the 
first world war in Europe, Lynn enlisted in the new Army Air Service (named 
the U.S. Air Force in 1947).  He began flight training, and in 1919 was 
commissioned as a pilot with combat rating and served as a second lieutenant 
until 1926. In 1940, civilian pilot training classes began at the Dansville Airport 
and Lynn led flight training courses for Army enlisted men and Navy Aviation 
Cadets. 

 Lynn often flew his Waco biplane over the countryside, landing in a 50-
acre field just off Maple Street.  This land would officially become the Dansville Airport on October 2, 1927 even 
though the airfield was only identifiable by the words DANSVILLE AIRPORT spelled out in large letters on the 
ground.  As manager of the airfield, his efforts to improve the airport facilities were realized in 1934 when a 
hangar was constructed and Dansville Flying Service, Inc. began actively operating and promoting the municipal 
airport.  The U.S. government eventually installed paved runways and a field lighting system, as well as a weather 
bureau station and a teletype system. 

 Besides his instrumental influence in building our airport, Pickard served the community of Dansville in 
several capacities.  He was elected North Dansville town supervisor in 1939 and served a total of 3 terms. In 1949, 
Lynn was appointed acting postmaster and continued in that position until 1953.  Lynn was mayor of the Village of 
Dansville and served 14 years as town highway superintendent. His affiliation with many local organizations 
rounded out his fundamental involvement in the Dansville community. 

 Lynn Pickard served his community well, but he will be most remembered for establishing the Dansville 
Airport. Today we enjoy a facility that serves the world of business aviation, military aviation, and private 
aviation.  Dansville Airport is home to the Finger Lakes Soaring Club and is the site of the New York State Festival 
of Balloons. 


