
Questions from Families regarding returning to 5 Day Instruction

These questions were compiled from the parent survey that was given earlier this month. I have 
outlined the responses to your questions and hope they help your family prepare for the return to 
5 day instruction.  Some of you indicated that you needed more information to make a decision. 
If you still have questions - please contact me!

Question Response
1.  Will students wear masks when behind 
barriers?  

2.  How will we keep children as safe as they 
are now with more in the class?  

3.  How will you keep everyone 6 ft apart?  

4.  When you say cohorts will be maintained, 
what does that mean?  

5. Will COVID testing be required at the 
school or the testing be provided?

6.  What will the cafeteria look like?  

1. Yes, with mask breaks throughout the 
day.

2.We will have barriers at each desk. We will 
continue to keep 6 ft distance whenever 
possible.  Masks will still be required. Class 
sizes will remain smaller than usual which will 
assist in monitoring safety protocols.  Class 
sizes will range from 14 to 18. 

3. We have been advised by the DOH that 
we do not need to keep 6 ft distance if we 
are using barriers and masks.  We will still 
encourage this when possible to help 
everyone feel more secure.

4. This means that although Cohort A and B will 
be put together - each class will be kept 
separate from other classes.  This includes not 
mixing students for band lessons, meetings 
with related services providers, playground 
use, lunch time, etc.

5. We do not plan to require that or provide 
for that. 

6. Currently, we have about 40 spots identified 
in the lunch room that allows everyone to 
remain 6 ft apart.  This seating arrangement will 
remain.  The difference is that some classes 
will eat in their classroom each week.  We will 
rotate classes for eating in the cafeteria and in 



7. Will there be thorough cleaning after 
school to make up for Wednesday not being 
available for this cleaning?  

8.  Will GCC be available until all are back full 
time? I have children in different grades and will 
need GCC until the transition is complete.

  
9.  Will there be mask breaks?  

10. How will extracurriculars and band/chorus 
work in this new model?

classrooms. This will allow us to continue to 
keep students 6 ft apart in the cafeteria and 
safe.  When eating in the classroom - they will 
eat at their desks behind dividers. Masks will 
be required when not eating/drinking or moving 
in the classroom. Lunchroom expectations are 
for no one to leave their seats and that has 
been going well.

7. The custodial staff works each night to 
thoroughly clean and this will continue.  
Our day time staff also cleans bathrooms 
and high touch areas throughout the day.

8. Yes, GCC will continue to operate through 
the final transition day of April 5 for grades 5 
and 6.  

9. Yes - mask breaks are required at least 
one time per hour. When the weather gets 
better, we will return to having outside 
walks, outside lessons, etc to allow for 
more mask break time.  Mask breaks are 
also allowed in the cafeteria when eating or 
drinking.  Many students have begun to not 
require mask breaks - everyone seems to be 
getting used to them!  However, the breaks 
are still available and students will need to 
be seated behind their barrier when taking 
the break.

10. Extra curricular activities will not begin. This 
allows us to keep classes together and not mix 
students. We have not had a chorus or band 
this year and this will continue. The social 
distancing requirements for these types of 
activities do not allow them to occur.   Band 
lessons will continue and will be in person 
rather than virtual for those returning.  We will n



11.  Will my child get to keep her current 
teacher?  

12.  How big will the classes be?  

  

13.  Are we required to vaccinate our 
children for them  to return?  

14.  What safety measures will be implemented 
to ensure that our children are at low risk for 
COVID-19?  

ot mix classes for band lessons (ex. Have 
clarinets from different homerooms together) 
which will have an impact on schedules but we 
will work it out!

11. Yes - the return to 5 days is ONLY for 
those currently in the hybrid model.  This 
allows all to remain with their current 
teacher.  Those who are in the fully remote 
model - will remain as fully remote. 

12. Our class sizes will range from 14 - 18 in 
each room.

13. No - neither of the approved vaccines 
are approved for children under 16/18 
(depending on the company)   All of our 
students are younger than that so requiring 
vaccination is impossible.

14. We will continue with our current protocols 
that have been very successful. With the 
addition of barriers, we are confident that we 
can continue to keep our students safe. It is 
important that families do their part and keep 
their children home if they are showing ANY 
symptoms.  


